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1.  When should I not send my child to school? 
Do not send your child to school or childcare if any of the following is true. Your child has: 

• a temperature of 38 degrees Celsius or more 

• any other common symptoms of coronavirus such as a new cough, loss or changed 
sense of taste or smell, or shortness of breath 

• been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus  

• been living with someone who is unwell and may have coronavirus 

2. What do I do if my child has any of the following symptoms? 

You will need to: 

•  Isolate your child. This means keeping them at home and completely 
avoiding contact with other people, as much as possible. Your child should 
only leave your home to have a test or to see your GP. 

•  Phone your GP. They will advise you if your child needs a coronavirus test.  
•  Everyone that your child lives with should also restrict their movements, at 

least until your child gets a diagnosis from their GP or a coronavirus test 
result. This means not going to school, childcare or work. 

•  Treat your child at home for their symptoms. 

 
3. When can I send my child back to school? 

It’s okay to send your child to school or childcare if they:  

• only have nasal symptoms, such as a runny nose or a sneeze  

• do not have a temperature of 38 degrees Celsius or more (as long as their temperature 
has not been lowered by taking any form of paracetamol or ibuprofen)  

• do not have a cough  

• have not been in close contact with anyone who has coronavirus  

• do not live with anyone who is unwell and may have coronavirus  

• have been told by a GP that their illness is caused by something else, that is not 
coronavirus. Your GP will tell you when they can return to school or childcare. 

• have got a negative (‘not detected’) coronavirus test result and have not had symptoms 
for 48 hours 

Please note if you decide to return your child to school and do not follow the above 
advice, he will be placed in an isolation room and you will be contacted immediately to 
collect him. This is to ensure the health and safety of all pupils and staff within the 
building.  



 
This isolation procedure also places our school under massive pressure in terms of staffing 
and cleaning requirements. If pupils are presenting with symptoms in school, it will not 
only result in a heightened risk of transmission but will also mean pupils losing valuable 
teaching time for the rest of the class. 

 
4. When does supervision start? 

Arrival and dismissal times at both Duleek GNS and BNS are now staggered.  

Walkers, cars and cyclists from 8:50 - 9:00 and buses from 9:00 - 9:20. This is to 
comply with back to school guidelines as directed by the Department of Education. 
This change has resulted in staff fulfilling a lot of extra supervision duty before the 
start of their working day so that pupils from different classes are not mixing on the 
yard. 

Under no circumstances should pupils enter the school premises before this time. 
Duleek GNS and BNS Boards of Management bear no responsibility for supervising 
pupils or ensuring that Covid return to school guidelines are adhered to before 8:50. 
Please check with the buses with regards to arrival times. 

 

5. What does my child need to bring on the first day back? 
Your child will need to bring along schoolbag, lunch and stationary, as per 
guidance note received in June. Please clearly label all stationary, pens and 
pencils, etc. These items will then remain in school, with their books for the 
duration of the year or until the need to be replaced. We would also 
recommend you have some stationery at home if we move towards assigning 
homework in the future. 

 
6. What happens at lunchtime/playtime? 

The breaks have been seperated into two groups, with staggered times, each 
getting two twenty minute breaks. Pupils will remain with their class bubble 
and go to their designated play space. Each yard has been divided up into 
sections so they will not be mixing with other class bubbles. They will be able 
to chat to their friends from other classes at a safe distance. 

 
7. Are all children expected to socially distance? 

Every effort will be made to encourage all pupils to abide by the 
recommended distance. However, this will not always be possible, especially 
with the younger pupils and those with additional needs. A common sense 
approach will be taken. 

 
8. What happens if my child displays symptoms of Covid 19? 

Please see response plan for details on this on page 12. Access document 
here: https://duleekboys.scoilnet.ie/blog/files/2020/08/Covid19-Response-
Plan-Duleek-BNS-1.pdf 

 
9. When should I keep my child at home? 

• If he is displaying any symptoms of Covid 19 



• If he has been recommended a Covid test or waiting for Covid test 
result 

• If he has travelled abroad to a country not on the green list (14 days 
quarantine) 

• All details can be found on this HSE advice page: COVID -19 advice 
for parents on back to school (English) 

 
10. Will the teachers be wearing masks? 

Teachers will be wearing masks and/or visors if they cannot maintain a 
2metre distance from the pupils. They will also be wearing masks if 
supervising another class bubble. 

 
11. What about access to SNA support? 

If your child has been sanctioned access to SNA support, he will receive this 
support. It is important to remember that the amount of support will vary 
depending on the needs of each child. SNAs will be limited to certain class 
bubbles and will change PPE gear before entering a new class. 

 
12. Does my child have to wear a uniform? 

Yes, where possible. It is also recommended that children wear different 
clothes every day. However, there will be no issue with wearing a plain 
tracksuit in order to arrive to school each day in fresh clothes. We do not want 
to put parents under pressure to have a washed full uniform everyday or 
spend additional money on extra uniforms. 

 
13. Does my son have to wear a mask to school? 

The wearing of masks is optional. At the moment, the guidelines do not 
recommend them for pupils under the age of 13. However, pupils are 
welcome to wear them if they feel more comfortable. They are a requirement 
on the buses. 

 
14. Does my child need to bring hand sanitizer to school? 

No, the school has been fitted with hand sanitizing stations. If your son would 
rather use his own hand sanitizer they are welcome to do so although they 
must be kept in their school bag.  

 
15. Do I need to put lunch boxes in a separate bag? 

Our advice is to wash all items relating to lunch such as boxes, beakers, 
cutlery etc. daily. Lunch boxes do not need to be placed in a separate plastic 
bag. 

 
16. Will my child be getting homework? 

For the month of September, we will not be allocating homework. All school 
books will be left in the classroom. The situation will then be reviewed. If you 
would like to work with your son at home we would encourage you to read 
with him or spend time discussing their day.  

 
17. If my child forgets something for school, can I drop it up to the school?  

We are encouraging parents to visit the school as little as possible. If the item 
is urgently needed then yes you may drop it to the office. There will be a table 



in the porch for you to place the item and it will be brought to your child. 
Please label clearly, with child’s name and class.  

 
18. Can I send a note to the class teacher? 

If you need to contact the class teacher we would ask that you email them on 
their school email. The class teachers email will be shared with you during the 
first week back. You can also email duleekboysns@gmail.com and your email 
will be directed to the teacher. No written notes, please. 

 
19. My child is in a special class, will he still be able to be included with his 
mainstream class? 

This will be possible but will depend on each child. Please consult with your 
class teacher as to how best to proceed 

 
20. What time does supervision start? 

Supervision starts at 8.50 when the first arrivals are accepted. Please note 
there will be no supervision before this time. Please note the Board of 
Management of both schools accepts no responsibility for pupils who arrive 
prior to this time. 

 
21. Is there liquid soap and paper towels in the classroom toilets? 

There is liquid soap in each bathroom and a paper towel dispenser is located 
directly outside with a pedal bin underneath. Paper towels are not to be 
flushed down the toilet. 

22.  

 


